
 
  

Helping all children discover a love of reading 

 

Get started at openebooks.net 

Open eBooks is an app containing thousands of popular and award-winning titles that are 
free for children from low-income households. These eBooks can be read without checkouts 
or holds. Children from low-income families can access these eBooks, which include some of 

the most popular works of the present and past, using the Open eBooks app and read as 
many as they like without incurring any costs. The goal of Open eBooks is to encourage a 
love of reading and serve as a gateway to children reading even more often, whether in 

school, at libraries, or through other eBook reading apps. 

A coalition of literacy, library, and publishing partners joined 
the White House to make the Open eBooks program 
possible. The Initiative partners, Digital Public Library of 
America (DPLA), First Book, and The New York Public Library 
(NYPL), created the app, curated the eBook collection, and 
developed a system for distribution and use. They received 
financial support from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS), assistance from Baker & Taylor, and 
contributions from major publishers. 



 

        Open eBooks FAQs  

How does Open eBooks relate to other projects 
that provide access to eBooks?
The Open eBooks initiative is intended to complement other existing free eBook/reading 
projects, as well as the services of public libraries across the country. In contrast to several other 
projects, it makes current, trending books available from the publishers rather than relying 
solely on public domain works.

How does it work?
Adults who work with children in need through libraries, schools, shelters and clinics, 
out-of-school programs, military family programs, early childhood programs, and other capacities 
can qualify for credentials for Open eBooks by first signing up with First Book. Once signed up 
with First Book, these educators can request Open eBooks access for the children they serve. 
Students can download the app to their individual devices and enter their access code to start 
enjoying Open eBooks. Children in need will have unlimited access to titles in the app.

What platforms will the Open eBooks app be available on?
Initially the app will be available on iOS and Android and will be available to download from the 
App Store or Google Play, respectively. Subsequent versions of Open eBooks will be optimized 
to support as many open platforms as possible. 
  
    
Questions? Want to register? Unsure if you or your program qualifies?
Visit OpeneBooks.net for more information.
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